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POPULATION OF DOGS AND CATS IN 2019: 10,330,000
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Animals taken in by the animal welfare centres

THE POPULATION OF DOGS AND CATS HAS INCREASED AND THE NUMBER OF ANIMALS THAT REACH ANIMAL
WELFARE CENTRES HAS DECREASED SLIGHTLY SINCE 2008, WHICH EXPLAINS A CERTAIN STABILITY
IN THE PERCENTAGE OF ANIMALS ABANDONED, AROUND 3%

Profile of the animal
in animal welfare centres
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Source of population data: UA Ipsos

THE ANIMALS WITH THE GREATEST LIKELIHOOD OF REACHING
ANIMAL WELFARE CENTRES ARE: DOGS AND CATS THAT ARE NOT
SPAYED OR NEUTERED OR IDENTIFIED, BIG DOGS, AND KITTENS
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ONLY IN THE CASE OF CATS DOES ARRIVAL AT
ANIMAL WELFARE CENTRES INCREASE FROM APRIL
TO OCTOBER, AS THESE ARE THE MONTHS WHEN
LITTERS ARE BORN

Main fates of animals
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Time spent in animal
welfare centres
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THE AVERAGE TIME SPENT BY DOGS AND CATS IN ANIMAL
WELFARE CENTRES VARIES CONSIDERABLY IN FUNCTION
OF WHETHER THEY ARE PUPPIES OR KITTENS OR ADULTS

Main reasons for abandonment

Unwanted litters 21%

Animal behaviour problems 13% ‘/’_

End of hunting season 12% ><

Loss of interest in the animal 11% 5“‘

Financial factors 6%

Allergies 6%

Change of address or transfer 6%
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Lack of time or space 6%

Measures against abandonment

Education

Raising them to know them better and to improve

Awareness

Raising people’s awareness about our

responsibilities towards our animals. the bond and the quality of life together.

Adoption

Promoting adoption to give them a home.

Identification
Identifying them correctly through a microchip

would increase the recovery of lost animals.
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Commitment
Spay'i ng Reinforcing laws and education to achieve greater
Spaying or neutering to avoid unwanted commitment and compliance with regulations.
litters.

Cohabitation

Providing tools for families to face situations

when living together becomes complicated.
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i Data taken from the Affinity Foundation
Cha'f ) Study on Abandonment and Adoption 2020.
Affinity Foundation https://www.fundacion-affinity.org/en/abandonment-and-adoption-studies
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