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When are they recovered?
Dogs Cats

Reasons for abandonment

Puppies/Kittens Adults

Cats Dogs

How do they arrive
at the animal
welfare centre?

Ranking of the main reasons for abandonment

The keys

Data taken from the Affinity Foundation Study

on Abandonment and Adoption 2016.

www.fundacion-affinity.org/en/abandonment-and-adoption-studies

What are they like?
BreedHealth

Animals
AreNotThings
bit.ly/animalesnosoncosas

*The number of cats that arrive is higher during the second quarter of the year due to the effect of unwanted litters.

27%1st quarter of the year

42%2nd quarter of the year*

31%3rd quarter of the year

33%1st quarter of the year

34%2nd quarter of the year

33%

www.fundacion-affinity.org/en

3rd quarter of the year

Puppies and kittens stay in the
shelter a quarter of the time
that older dogs and cats do

Dogs and cats abandoned,
adopted and lost in
Spain during 2016

Over 137,000 dogs
and cats were recovered
in 2016

Evolutionary chart of cats
and dogs that were taken in

33,335
cats

104,447
dogs

2013 2014 2015

156,858
151,673

145,057 144,660
141,835 140,191 137,831

2008 2009 20122010 2016

137,782 After several years of
decline, the number of

animals recovered has almost
completely stabilised

8 months

2 months

In the case of cats, only
2% that arrive are

identified

2%

30%

15%Unwanted litters

13%Behavioural problems

12%Financial factors

8%Loss of interest in the animal

13%End of hunting season

Think carefully before
acquiring a pet
Sterilise to avoid litters you
can’t support
Identify to recover if lost
Train to improve behaviour
Adopt to give them a home and
make room for other animals

*Includes death of the animal, shelters, returns to the colony...

Where do they go?
Once taken in, they are:

Evolutionary chart of cats and dogs
that were returned

2008 2009 2010 2012 2013 2014 2015

14%14%

12%

14%

16%
17%

20%

2016

16%

The number of lost animals returned
to their owners has decreased and

this coincides with the arrival of more
unidentified dogs and cats at animal

welfare centres.

Most have been found
by the organisation itself,

by the police or by
a private individual.

Unwanted litters seem to have
gained importance as a reason
for abandonment. Sterilisation
is key to reducing abandonment

Microchip Age

Have
a microchip

 23%

Healthy
 68%

Sick
or injured

 32%

Senior
 30%

Puppy
 13%

Adult
 57%

Mixed
 81%

Pure
 19%

11%  are brought
in by the person
abandoning it

89%

found or
recovered
from the
street

7%

Put down

12%

Stayed

16%

Returned

20%

Others*
45%

Adopted
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