
Study They would 
never do it 2024

DOGS AND CATS TAKEN IN BY SHELTERS
IN SPAIN DURING 2023

MORE THAN

286,000 Approximately
the same number
of animals as
the previous year

The number of dogs and cats
taken in by shelters has
remained stable over the
last 4 years

DATA ON ANIMALS 
TAKEN IN

2020 2021 2023

49% 52% 50% 45%

2022

UNWANTED LITTERS15%

ALLERGIES

HOSPITALISATION / DEATH

LACK OF TIME OR SPACE

BIRTH OF A CHILD

END OF HUNTING SEASON11%

LOST INTEREST IN THE ANIMAL13%

ANIMAL BEHAVIOUR PROBLEMS12%

MOVING HOME9%

FINANCIAL FACTORS10%

5%

5%

4%

4%

DIVORCE3%

HOLIDAY2%

UNEMPLOYMENT2%

MAIN REASONS FOR ABANDONMENT
DOGS AND CATS

Study based on data from a sample of 386 out of a total of 1,591 organisations that house 
animals. The total number of animals corresponds to actual data from the organisations that 
provided information, to which is added the estimated data for the rest of the animal 
shelters in Spain. We would like to thank the organisations that have taken part in this study, 
the Punto de Fuga research institute and the research department of Affinity Petcare for 
their collaboration.

www.fundacion-affinity.org/en/abandonment-and-adoption-studies
www.fundacion-affinity.org/en

FATE OF THE ANIMALS TAKEN IN
Nearly half of the animals taken in
are eventually adopted

DOG ADOPTION RATES ARE FALLING
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MICROCHIPPED ANIMALS 
Dogs and cats taken in that are identified

27%

2019 2021 2022 2023

28% 28% 28% 26%

2020

2023

4%

2019 2021

4% 4% 4% 3%

2020 2022

115,970170,712
dogs taken in cats taken in

Although microchipping is 
mandatory, the percentage of 
microchipped animals 
taken in by shelters 
is still very low.

Pedigree

Age

Health

PROFILE OF THE ANIMALS TAKEN IN

PEDIGREE MIXED

7%

93%

PEDIGREE MIXED

28%

72%

PUPPY ADULT OLDER

24%

62%

14%

PUPPY ADULT OLDER

46% 48%
7%

INJURED HEALTHY ILL ILL

14%

58%

28%

Size

SMALL MEDIUM LARGE

16%

58%

26%

INJURED HEALTHY

15%

49% 36%

HOW CAN YOU HELP TO IMPROVE THE SITUATION?

2019

306,506                 

2020

286,153

2021 2023

286,682285,554

-0.2% -0.6%

2022

288,457

+1%-6.6%

60%

40%

of dogs
in homes 

microchipped

89%

of cats
in homes are
microchipped

51%

1h

785
animals every 

day

33
animals every hour

23,890
animals every

month

ADOPTION
Adopting a dog or cat and giving them 
a home is a way of evening outthe balance 
and alleviating the abandonment problem.

TRAINING
Training your dog or cat enables you
to get to know it better, and improves
your bond and the process of living
together.

MICROCHIPPING
Correctly identifying your dog or cat
with a microchip is mandatory. It is also the
responsible thing to do and increases the
likelihood of finding your animal if it is lost.

BREEDING CONTROL
Sterilising animals is a responsible breeding
control strategy that will prevent unwanted
litters. 

Reasons stated by
shelters and by people
who take their animals 
to the organisation.


