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DOGS AND CATS ABANDONED, LOST
AND ADOPTED IN SPAIN IN 2018

104,688

33,719

OVER 138,000 DOGS AND CATS
WERE RECOVERED IN 2018

WHEN ARE THEY RECOVERED?

WHAT ARE THEY LIKE?

HOW DO THEY ARRIVE AT THE
ANIMAL SHELTER?

MAIN REASONS FOR ABANDONMENT

Educating people
on responsible pet care
is a key element in the
prevention of abandonment
and relinquishment.

FOUND
OR RECOVERED
FROM THE STREET91%9%

ARE BROUGHT IN BY THE
PERSON ABANDONING THEM

SOME KEYS
TO PREVENT
ABANDONMENT
THINK CAREFULLY BEFORE
ACQUIRING A PET

STERILISE TO AVOID LITTERS
YOU CAN’T TAKE CARE OF

IDENTIFY TO RECOVER
IF LOST

EDUCATE TO IMPROVE BEHAVIOUR

ADOPT TO GIVE THEM A HOME AND MAKE ROOM
FOR OTHER ANIMALS

ONCE TAKEN IN, WHERE
DO THEY GO?

18%
RETURNED
The increase of animals
with microchip help
to return lost animals
to their families.

16%
STAYED

2%
PUT

DOWN

13%
OTHER

8%
DEAD

INCLUDES TRANSFER TO OTHER
ORGANISATIONS, SHELTERS

AND RELOCATED TO
COLONIES (CATS)

43%
ADOPTED

STUDY

  13% END OF HUNTING SEASON

=   15% UNWANTED LITTERS

=  11% BEHAVIOUR

  11% FINANCIAL FACTORS

=  10% LOSS OF INTEREST

THEY ARRIVE IDENTIFIED

35%
SICK
OR INJURED

CAT COLONIES

Most have been found by the
organisation itself, by the police
or by a private individual.

25%

65%

80%

62%

HAVE
A MICROCHIP

ARE
HEALTHY

ARE
MIXED-BREED

ADULTS

4,5%

20%
PURE
BREED

13%
SENIOR

25%
PUPPIES/
KITTENS

TIME THEY STAY IN

Through 2018, the number of animals
recovered is stable and it is very similar
as in previous years.

13 AVERAGE NUMBER
OF CATS PER COLONY

TOTAL CATS IN COLONIES
MANAGED BY ORGANISATIONS
THAT HAVE PARTICIPATED
IN THIS STUDY

31,969

1st QUARTER OF THE YEAR

2nd QUARTER OF THE YEAR

3rd QUARTER OF THE YEAR

The number of cats that arrive is higher during
the second quarter of the year due to the impact
of unwanted litters after the breeding season.

35% DOGS

CATS

32% DOGS

33% CATS

44%

24% CATS

33% DOGS

Once again, unwanted litters
are the main reason for abandoning pets.
This explains the high proportion of
puppies/kittens that arrive at shelters.
In this sense, STERILISATION IS A KEY
ASPECT TO PREVENT ABANDONMENT.

Many of the abandoned cats do
not arrive to the animal shelter
and live in colonies.

41

8.3 MONTHS

2.3 MONTHS

Puppies and kittens spend less time
in the shelter than adults.

Data taken from the Affinity Foundation Study on Abandonment and Adoption.

www.fundacion-affinity.org/en/abandonment-and-adoption-studies

www.fundacion-affinity.org/en

THEY WOULD
NEVER DO IT
TO YOU

CATS MANAGED BY
ANIMAL SHELTERS

34%

PUPPIES/KITTENS

ADULTS/SENIORS

EVOLUTIONARY CHART OF CATS
AND DOGS THAT WERE RETURNED

The percentage of cats returned
to their owners is much lower
than dogs.
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51% of the organisations
that have participated
in this study regularly
manage cat colonies.

51%

 feeding
 sterilization
 litter control
 veterinary care

Many animal shelters
in Spain regularly
manage cat colonies,
taking care of:

However, as indicated in the
Whitepaper of this study, the total
number of cat colonies in Spain
can be much higher.

AVERAGE NUMBER OF CAT COLONIES
MANAGED BY EACH ORGANIZATION




